
 

 

Thursday  20th September 2018 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends 
We have had an exciting start to the term and I am delighted with the enthusiasm that the children are showing to their learning already. Over the 
next few weeks we welcome a range of visitors to the school, our first visitor is next Friday 28th September when we will be welcoming the Bishop of 
Dorchester to our school. The bishop is one of the Trustees of our Multi Academy Trust ODST. The following week on the 5th October we will be 
welcoming our local MP Robert Courts to the school, he will lead an assembly and this is a great opportunity for all of the children to gain a bit more 
understanding about his role as a Member of Parliament.  
 
I mentioned school uniform in my last newsletter and now that the term has settled in, please can I continue to remind parents about the need for 
children to be wearing full school uniform, this includes black shoes—not trainers, and ensuring that long hair is tied back. We will contact parents 
directly if any children need reminders about our expectations for uniform. A reminder also about PE kit—please ensure your child has black shorts 
and a white t-shirt for PE. 
 
Mrs Murrey   
 
Well done to  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Attendance 2017/2018 
As a school our overall attendance for last year was 96% which is in line with national statistics. Our target for this academic year is for our 
attendance to be above national at 98%. Our oldest children in Key Stage Two had attendance higher than our youngest children last year across the 
school. Just a reminder to parents that if your child is absent please ring the School Office before 9:00 in the morning to inform us of the reason for 
your child’s absence. I am also unable to authorise any holidays in term time.  
 
Staffing Change 
I wanted to let all parents know that Mrs Skinner has resigned her post as class teacher. Mrs Skinner has been a teacher at Tackley since April 2014 
and has worked with many families across the school. We will be saddened to see Mrs Skinner leave our school and I’m sure you will join me in 
wishing Mrs Skinner well for the future. We are advertising for a Year 3/4 class teacher to start with us from January 2019 and I will keep you 
updated.  
 
Focus on Medcroft Class 
Following the children's interests in Medcroft class has led us to find out about medieval castles.  We have learned about how information books and 
the internet can help us to discover lots of facts and have developed our vocabulary around this area.  Medcroft have also been very creative making 
shields, swords, knight, flags, building and drawing castles and much more. 
 
Consultation on the Proposed Change in Age Range at School 
You will all have received last week a letter informing you about the consultation to extend our age range. I am really keen to have all current 
parents, as well as prospective parents and members of the community feedback about our proposals. I think it is an important part of the 
consultation that the school and wider community support the school to shape the type of provision that sustains a healthy future for our school. 
Thank you to those that have already contributed to the consultation.  
 
School Photographs – Wednesday 26th September  
On Wednesday 26th September a Colourbox Photography photographer will be coming into school.  Family sibling group 
photographs will be taken in the hall from 8:40-9:00, followed by individual photographs of children in school.  If you wish to 
bring in siblings for group photographs, please take your children to the hall as soon as the gate opens for the start of school.  The 
children will bring home proofs and information on how to order photographs.  Please look out for these. 

 
Parking 
With the recent closure of St John’s Road I know that parking became even more challenging in the Village Shop car park. Please can I ask that all 
parents park respectfully and thoughtfully, including leaving the disabled places free for those that need to use them. Thank you.  
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Learning Power Certificates  

 Jack D 
Edith T 

Alex C 
Fearne W 

Stars of the Week  

 Sienna I 
Lyla S 

Kane B 

Katie F 
Molly H 
Harry S 

Attendance : September 2018 

  Whole School 
Medcroft Class 

Nethercote Class 
Harborne Class 
Rousham Class 

96% 
94% 
97% 
97% 
97% 



 

 

Student Update Forms 
There are still a number of student update forms outstanding. Please return these to school asap as it is essential that we have the most recent 
information on all our children. 
 
School Lunches 
Please can this be a reminder about the importance of paying your ParentPay balance weekly and ensuring that you are up to date with all of your 
school meal and trip payments. Lunches for EYFS and Years 1-2 are paid for through the Universal Infant Free School Meal scheme, lunches for Years 
3-6 are £2.30 unless you are entitled to Free School Meals. 
 
MacMillan Coffee Afternoon - Friday 28th September 
We are once again raising money for Macmillan Cancer Support by taking part in the Macmillan Coffee Morning. We 
invite you all to join us in the school hall between 9:30-10:30 on Friday 28th September for tea, coffee and cake.  
As always we are relying on your generous donation of cakes for us to raise as much money as possible for this 
fantastic cause. Please bring your cakes to the hall before morning registration on the day.  Cakes will be on sale to 
children at break time and at the end of the school day . 
 
PTA 
The first PTA meeting of the year takes place on Tuesday 25th September at 7.30pm at Tackley Primary School. Everyone is welcome. As the AGM will 
follow quite promptly, in October, we are now urgently in need of appointing a new Treasurer and would ideally like an additional person to share 
the role of Secretary and/or Chair to help spread the load. If anyone is interested, please speak to Hannah Hilton for more information.  
Please be aware, the committee cannot continue without a Treasurer.  
 
We have agreed with the school that some of the money raised over the last year will fund the following: 
 - Shelving to improve and expand the current school library. 
 - Books, our ‘Sponsored Reading Challenge’ supplied a good chunk of non-fiction books for the school so our focus for this year is to improve 
    the stock of good quality fiction books and to increase the overall volume of books so it’s possible to create a library where children can     
    take books home. 
 - A Poet in Residence for a day who worked his magic with all of the children and which was a huge success. 
 - We will also contribute towards the cost of replacing the school iPads. 
Unfortunately, our grant application for a new library was unsuccessful and as many of the money pots (grants) previously available seem to have 
dried up, we will now have to work harder as a school community to make the library happen. It is our focus as a PTA this year and with your help 
and support, I’m confident we can do it.  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
 

2018 

16th November: Jacket Potato Night! Why not take a night off cooking and instead enjoy one (or more!) of our tasty jacket potatoes, choosing from a 
great selection of toppings and with the option for a delicious dessert too... all delivered to your home. Order forms available in the newsletter, from 
school and in the village shop.  
11th October Whole School trip to Hill End, funded by the PTA and arranged by the school.  
13th November: Bags2School collection. Get your bags of unwanted clothes (no uniform please) ready for collection. 
November: Christmas cards and gifts designed by our children (at school) will be available to purchase through Art Bank from November. The PTA 
earn commission from all purchases. More information will follow.  
 
Christmas Celebrations: 
11th December: EYFS Nativity, 2.00pm 
12th December: KS1 Nativity, 1:45pm 
13th December: KS2 Christmas Performance, 2.00pm Christmas drinks and treats will be available to purchase from half-an-hour before each of 
these events.   
Also, Festive Frolic & Sausage Sizzle! (before the KS2 evening Christmas Celebration) Join us from 5.00pm outside the village hall, wrap up warm and 
treat yourselves to a hot dog, mince pie and festive treats. 
20th December 2018: Christmas Pantomime, ‘Dick Whittington’ funded by the PTA and arranged by the school.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support.  
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Future School Events : 2018-2019 

Wednesday 26th September Individual and Siblings Photos 

Thursday 27th September 3:30pm Tackley Praise—Harvest at St Nicholas 
Church.  
All children and parents welcome 
7:30pm PTA Meeting in school 

Wednesday 3rd October 3.00pm and 5:00pm Phonics sessions for  
parents 

Thursday 11th October Whole School Hill End trip 

Future School Events : 2018-2019 

Thursday 18th October Nethercote class lunch 

Friday 19th October  3:00pm End of Autumn Term 1 

Monday 29th October INSET Day—School closed 

Tuesday 30th October 8:45am Start of Autumn Term 2 
Harborne class swim 


