
 

 

Wednesday 5th December 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
We have been really lucky the last few weeks to have had different visitors in to school to speak to us. We welcomed two Year 8s in as ‘guest readers’ 
to Medcroft and Nethercote classes. They read a story to the children and the children all really enjoyed listening to the ‘big’ children and were 
engaged and attentive to everything they had to say.  
 
This week we replaced collective worship with an assembly on bullying led by PC Phil Workman. The children are really good at sharing what they 
know to be bullying, and I was pleased that the work we do in school was reflected in the answers they gave to PC Phil about what they recognise as 
bullying, and where they can go to get help. We will follow this up in the Spring term with further whole school work in our Anti-Bullying week.  
 
Next week we will be sending out a letter about Pupil Premium funding, the purpose of the letter is to ensure that children have access to resources 
and funding that they are entitled to. Please fill it out and return to school if you think you may be entitled to the additional funding.  
 
Mrs Murrey  
 
Well done to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus on Nethercote Class 
Nethercote have been super busy lately as we head into the final stages of our topic ‘Come Fly With Me’. We have been fortunate enough to have a 
class visit from Mrs Ducie (in full air hostess uniform) who talked about her job working for British Airways. The children were delighted to find out 
more about working on a plane and had lots of interesting questions which they shared and discussed.  In Maths we have been concentrating on 
learning skills in both multiplication and division specifically looking at multiplication using arrays, repeated addition and number lines and focusing 
on using maths manipulatives and reasoning to prove division facts. In English the children have been making their own story ingredients creating 
characters and setting descriptions to put in to their own story which we will be submitting in a KS1 national story writing competition.  
 
Nethercote Class to Millet’s Falconry Centre 
Last week we went to Millets Farm and we saw lots of birds of prey and meerkats. We saw fluffy, little, black, wise birds. We had lunch in the 
Strawberry Room. We went to  Millets Farm on a bus. On the bus I sat next to Poppy. We sat on benches and watched the birds of prey fly. The birds 
flew over high, their wings touched my head.     By Pippa M 
 
Our trip to Millets—We saw a Harris Hawk, Snowy Owl, Tawny Owl, Kookaburra and a Vulcan. If their eyes are yellow they hunt at day, if their eyes 
are black they hunt at night, if their eyes are orange they hunt at dawn and dusk. We had lunch in the Strawberry Room. We saw a display with lots 
of amazing birds . The birds were not colourful but they were beautiful, we saw meerkats next and then we had a long walk.     By Bella S 
 
Big Christmas Sing  
Well done to all the children that performed on Friday at the Oxford Town Hall, your behaviour and performances 
were outstanding. Thank you to Rosie Hawes for giving up her time to come and teach the children, they made us 
all very proud and sang beautifully. Finally, thank you to all the parents, friends and relatives that came along to 
support us. It was a lovely evening and a brilliant start to the festive season.   Mrs Skinner 
 
It was really fun. We sang songs to warm up our voices. When we got there, there were lights all around and the 
hall was filled with Christmas decorations. It was beautiful and we were full of joy. When we finished practising, all 
the other teachers said they loved our singing. Our school song, which we sang on our own, was ‘Rudolf the Red 
Nosed Reindeer’.          By Lily B and Siana N 
 
Christingle Service - Wednesday 6th December  
Children will be busy making their Christingles tomorrow morning ready for the afternoon service, please join us at 3.30pm in  
St Nicholas Church. If they haven’t already, please can your child bring their Christingle Collection Candle into school tomorrow so 
we can finalise the amount we have raised for The Childrens’ Society charity.  
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Our value this term is: Humility—Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. 

Learning Power Certificates  

 Rowan M 
Evie C 

Spencer B 
Noah Hab 

Max J 
Benjamin B 

Fergus P 
Jack McL 

 

Stars of the Week  

Grace H 
Reggie C-B 

Chloe C 
Edith T 

Matteo S 

Daisy D 
Pippa M 

Jasmine B 
Pandora C 



 

 

NSPCC Visit—Wednesday 5th December 
Today we had a visit from representatives of the NSPCC to deliver their ‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’ assembly. KS1 and KS2 had  
separate assemblies with Rousham class also taking part in a workshop. Children will bring the NSPCC’s post-visit letter 
home with them today. 

 
Book Fair  
Thank you to everyone who visited and purchased books from our Book Fair. We were able to take books from the shelves to the 
value of £452 as a result of your support. The 85 books chosen will be distributed between the classrooms and our library area. 
 
Harborne Class Residential Trip—Grendon Hall 22nd—24th May 2019 
Thank you to all parents who have confirmed that their child will be going on the residential trip. Whilst it is still over 5 months away, can we please 
remind parents that you can continue to pay for this trip by instalments either through ParentPay or through cash/cheques to the school office, full 
payment is due by Friday 5th April 2019. A Parents Information meeting will be arranged to take place after Easter to discuss further details of the 
trip with you. 
 
PTA 
The Christmas Performances are next week. Hot/cold drinks and mince pies will be served before each of the following performances. We will also 
have a raffle for a hamper at these performances. Raffle tickets will be sold on the day.  
 
EYFS Medcroft Class, 11th December 2018 - refreshments from 1:30pm ready for the performance at 2pm. 
KS1 Nethercote Class, 12th December 2018 - refreshments from 1:15pm ready for the performance at 1:45pm. 
 
Join us from 5pm for our FESTIVE SAUSAGE SIZZLE on 13th December 2018 in advance of the KS2 Harborne and Rousham 
Evening Performance.  Wrap up warm and join us outside the village hall for a festive bite to eat and  refreshments. 
Everyone welcome. 
 
Please note: Mince pie donations, as always, are much appreciated. Please drop off your contribution to the school office by Monday 10th December. 
Thank you.  
 
Extreme Weather Conditions Warning 
May we remind you of the arrangements in the event of severe weather or other unforeseen circumstances when it may be 
necessary for the school to close at short notice. In these situations, the school puts into operation an Emergency Closure 
Procedure. We will do our upmost to keep the school open wherever possible. Should we be in the position of not having sufficient 
staff to open the school for the safety of children, we will put a ’closure notice’ on the school website (www.tackley.oxon.sch.uk), 
Twitter and contact local radio stations. It will also appear on the Oxfordshire County Council website—http://
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/school-closures .   
 
Starting Primary School—September 2019 
Is your child or any child you know turning 5 between September 2019 and August 2020? Then please apply for their Primary School place online at 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions . The closing date is 15th January 2019. If you know any parents who are considering sending their child to 
Tackley School please ask them to contact the school office to arrange a visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our value this term is: Humility—Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. 

Future School Events : 2018-2019 

Thursday 6th December 3.30 Tackley Praise—Christingle (St 
Nicholas Church) 

Friday 7th December AM Reception—Year 5 : Nasal Flu        
Vaccinations 

Monday 10th December Rousham Class trip to The  
National Space Centre 

Tuesday 11th December 1.30 Nethercote Class—Experience 
Christmas (St Nicholas Church) 
2.00 EYFS Nativity 

Wednesday 12th December 1.45 KS1 Nativity 

Thursday 13th December Medcroft Class visit to The Oxford 
Playhouse Theatre 
2.00 and 6.00 KS2 Christmas  
Celebration 

Tackley Methodist Church Events 

See village noticeboards for dates Messy Church 

St Nicholas Church Events 

Every Sunday 5.30pm Evening Services, all welcome 

Future School Events : 2018-2019 

Monday 17th December 1.45 Christmas Service (St Nicholas 
Church) 
Last Club Energy After School Club 

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day and 
Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 20th December Dick Wittington Pantomime 

Friday 21st December 3.00 End of Autumn Term 2 

Monday 7th January 2019 8.45 Start of Spring Term 1 

Tuesday 8th January First Year 2 swim 

Thursday 24th January 11.45 Medcroft Parents Lunch 


