
 

 

 

Thursday 7th February 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
Tuesday 5th February was Internet Safety Day, and rather than focussing on one day a year we try and re-visit the theme of keeping ourselves safe 
when using the Internet throughout the year. Personal safety is covered through our Computing curriculum where children are taught the SMART 
rules, alongside our PSHE curriculum. Visits from the NSPCC, that we had earlier this year, also support these topics.  
 
Please take this opportunity to have a look at what your children are doing at home on their computers, tablets or phones. It is all of our 
responsibilities to make sure that children are using the Internet safely and responsibly. Check that you are happy with the games they are playing, 
and who they are friends with online.  
 
I’ve had some really positive responses from parents about Times Table Rock Stars and all of the children in Nethercote, Harborne and Rousham 
classes have a log on which should be stuck in the front of their homework book. We have now fully subscribed to this for a year, as well as giving 
time to practise their fluency and speed with their times tables at school, please see if you can make 10 minutes at home for your children to 
practise.  
 
So far we have 2 Rock Legends in our school, 6 Rock Stars, 3 Headliners, 4 Support Acts and 5 Breakthrough Artists—what a band! Keep an eye out in 
celebration assemblies as we reward children for their most improved times. If you have any questions please speak to your child’s class teacher.  
 
Mrs Murrey  
 
Congratulations to  
 
  
 
 
 
 
Nursery 
Last week was very exciting for our school as we expanded our Early Years Unit to include nursery aged children.  All the nursery children have settled 
in very well and are beginning to form good relationships with the Reception children.  They are becoming very confident with their surroundings and 
lots of positive learning has already taken place.  We are very proud of our Reception children who have been very kind and considerate towards our 
new children and have played a key role in supporting them to settle in so quickly. 
 
Focus on Nethercote Class 
Nethercote Class have got straight down to it and embraced 2019 with a motivated, hardworking and enthusiastic attitude. Our topic ‘Around the 
World in 60 Days’ has allowed the children to focus on learning about Chinese New Year which the children have adored. Our classroom has been 
adorned with lanterns, bunting and ornaments taking us out of Tackley and across seas to China. A Chinese school lunch feast on Thursday 14th 
February, which is available to all classes, will enable us to fully embrace the culture. Homework sharing has been and continues to be a highlight of 
the week and topic homework which has been shared has been of the highest standard and inspirational to all (so thank you to all your support and 
hard work at home). In English the children have been letter writing using the book ‘The Day The Crayons Quit’ to support them. I have been really 
impressed with the children’s writing this term and the humour and personality that they have been able to inject into their own work. This week we 
were really excited to participate in the Mega Maths Monday. The maths games were a huge hit with our class and the children’s perseverance, 
confidence and ability to challenge themselves really shone.  
 
Mega Maths Monday! 
On Monday the whole school spent the first part of the morning devising and creating a range of brilliant and often tricky 
maths puzzles, problems and games. After break the children took turns to either host their activity or explore the maths 
tasks in the other classes. 
The children were enthralled whilst supporting and encouraging others. Visit the website for pictures of the great range of 
activities the children created. 
Each class nominated children who used their problem solving skills well. Congratulations to the winners who were David C, 
Arthur D, Daisy D, Ryan F, Noah Ha, Florence H, Islay L-P, Finn O’S, Billy S, Edith T, Fearne W and Patrick W. 

 
Year 6 Junior Citizens  
Our Year 6s had a great time at Junior Citizen last week. It was an opportunity for them to practise the skills to deal with a 
wide range of emergency situations. It also was an opportunity for our Year 6s to reflect on how they can contribute to their 
community by being better citizens.  
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Stars of the Week  

  Sienna I 
Ruby F 

 Francis B 

 Angelo C 
Daisy E 
Harry S 

Learning Power Certificates 

Arlo T 
Max D   
Stan L 

Chloe C 

Rowan M 
Grace H 
Lewis F 

Jonathan B  
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Harborne Trip to The Sheldonian Theatre 
On Friday 25th January 2019 Harborne Class, Years 3 and 4, went on a school trip to the Sheldonian Theatre. In the Sheldonian Theatre we listened to 
lots of outstanding music, such as The Greatest Showman, Hansel and Gretel and How to Train a Dragon. All of the class loved them—AMAZING! 
There were lots of instruments, for example a bass drum, triangles, violins, violas, flutes, keyboards, trumpets, harps, cellos, tubas, french horns and 
tambourines.  
Our favourite moment was when Christian banged the drum at the end of the last song. IT WAS VERY LOUD!          By Daisy E and Clemmie M 
 
World Book Day - Thursday 7th March  
As part of our focus on books for World Book Day we will be reading the picture book ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan. Every class in the school will be 
focussing on the story, and linking their English work to it during the week of World Book Day. On World Book Day children can dress up, if they wish, 
as a character from a book. We are asking this year for a £1 donation for dressing up, and this money will be donated to a refugee charity - a theme 
which will be covered in the picture book The Arrival.  
 
Young Art Oxford—’Home’  
We are looking forward to seeing all their entries. Please bring these to school, with the £2 entry fee, by Friday 15th February. 
 
‘Design Your Dream Room’ Homework 
This homework which was sent home last week is your chance to design your dream room. You can share your ideal room with us in any way you 
want—it might be a drawing, it might be a model, it could be a collage. The choice is yours. There will be a winner from each year group and they will 
receive a £20 book voucher kindly sponsored by Deanfield Homes. The winners will be presented with their prize in a special assembly, and will be 
cutting the ribbon on the show home at Street Farm.  This homework is due in to Mrs Murrey on Wednesday 13th February.   
  
Junk Modelling  
Once again we would like to request anything we could use for modelling in our creative area, cereal boxes, kitchen role tubes and other such items 
would be very much appreciated.    Miss Malone 
 
PTA 
Library update—We are now in a position to share our new library designs. Hurray!! Plans are on the school notice board for your perusal. 
The teachers and children have been consulted and we have tried to incorporate their feedback wherever possible to ensure we create the library 
they want and also make the most effective use of the space. Our Junior Librarian System has been purchased and we are hoping to have a training 
day in the next month to enable us to start logging our books. If any parents are interested in helping with the ongoing running of the library, please 
speak to the school or a PTA committee member.  
 
We still have a little way to go with fundraising so please come and support our upcoming events. 
Race Night - 9th March 2019: Join us for a night of fun and PIG RACING! Contact Alex at fieldbarnfarm@aol.com for details and tickets.  
The Horse Show - Sunday 28th April 2019: Volunteers required for short stints during the day to replace the jumps. In return, the school usually 
receives a generous donation. 
 
Macmillan Coffee Morning. 8th February 9am to 12noon. 
A quick reminder about the Coffee Morning and Nearly New Sale on Friday 8th February at Tackley Village Hall in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support.  
I am running the London Marathon this year for Macmillan Cancer Support and we are holding this coffee morning to raise funds towards my 
sponsorship total. Everyone is welcome, children very welcome, there will be toys for them to play with.  Doors open at 8.45 for those on the school 
run!   Thank you for your support.             Helen Laughton  
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Tackley Methodist Church Events 

See village noticeboards for dates Messy Church 

St Nicholas Church Events 

Every Sunday 5.30pm Evening Services, all welcome 

Future School Events : 2018-2019 

Thursday 7th February 3.30 Tackley Praise—St Francis 
(Animal Blessing) at St Nicholas 
Church 

Thursday 14th February Y5/6 SportsHall Athletics at The 
Marlborough School 

Friday 15th February 3.00 End of Spring Term 1 

Monday 25th February 8.45 Start of Spring Term 2 

Tuesday 26th February First After School Art Club 

Friday 1st March Y1 Dance Event at The Marlborough 
School 

Wednesday 6th March Reception & Y6 Weighing and 
Measuring Programme 

Thursday 7th March World Book Day 

Future School Events : 2018-2019 

11th-12th March Parent Consultation Meetings 

Thursday 14th March 3.30 Tackley Praise—Patron Saints at St 
Nicholas Church 

Friday 15th March Red Nose Day 

Wednesday 20th March Y5/6 Tag Rugby 

Thursday 28th March 1.45 Easter Service at St Nicholas Church 

Wednesday 3rd April 3.15 Y2 SATS Information for Parents 
Meeting (changed from 27th March) 

Thursday 4th April Rousham Class to Kew Gardens 

Friday 5th April 3.00 End of Spring Term 2 

Tuesday 23rd April 8.45 Start of Summer Term 1 
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