
 

 

 

Thursday 17th October 2019 
It’s the term that never ends, and the children and staff continue to pack even more in. The children have been very fortunate over 
the last week to have some great broader curriculum experiences beyond that which the classroom can offer. I had really positive 
feedback from both the staff and children that visited the Maurizio Cattelan exhibition at Blenheim last week. The children’s responses 
were very thoughtful, and they were really engaged with the art and the topics presented to them. This was also echoed by Alice Kirk 
and her team from Blenheim. I’m sure that Years 4, 5 and 6 will gain as much from their experiences this week.  
 
Staff have also been really busy this last week with a twilight INSET on the subject of Behaviour as Communication. Staff from St 
Mary’s in Banbury, a partner ODST school, also joined us and it was a pleasure to be able to show them around our school, and have 
such positive feedback from them.   
 
A huge thank you to Hannah Hilton who has now stepped down from her role as PTA Chair, we are really fortunate that Carrie 
Southall and Helen Spencer have stepped in and are looking forward to working with her and the wider PTA committee.  
  
Mrs LJ Murrey 
 
Congratulations to 
 
 
 
 
 
Wraparound care 
Governors and I have met with external providers of wraparound care this week and are exploring the options available to us for a 
January start for Breakfast Club and After School Club. Many thanks to all of the parents who have completed our After School Club 
survey sent out via Google Forms, your feedback is invaluable.  

 
Ask Mrs Barnett our Maths Leader 
How can I help my child with Maths at home? 
Top tips: 
Be positive about Maths. Try not to say things like "I can’t do Maths" or "I hated Maths at school" - your child may start to think like 
that themselves.  
Point out the Maths in everyday life. Include your child in activities involving numbers and measuring, such as shopping, cooking and 
travelling. 
Praise your child for effort rather than for being "clever". This shows them that by working hard they can always improve  
 
There are so many resources online to help you with specific areas of Maths. These are just a few websites I use regularly: 
https://www.mathsisfun.com/  This has great definitions and examples of every area of Maths from basics right up to very complex 
Maths! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eI6Xp6pwhqc This is a link to a video demonstrating how to carry out long multiplication of 
decimals. There are thousands of great videos posted by teachers on You Tube, just make sure you watch and check them before 
sharing with your children! 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary Explanations as well as games, activities and quizzes. 

Lego 
If anyone has any lego at home that they no longer play with we would welcome it in school for wet weather breaktime and lunchtime 
plays. 
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Learning Power Certificates 

Heidi L 
Sienna I 

Florence H 

Lily B 
Pandora C 

Noah H 

Stars of the Week  

 Katie F 
Fergus P 
Daisy E 

James B 
Matteo S 
Daisy D  
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School Applications for 2020/2021 
Secondary School—Parents are reminded that they can now submit online applications for children to transfer from primary to 
secondary school for Year 7 entry in September 2020. Parents should apply direct at: 
  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school 
The deadline for receipt of secondary school applications is Thursday 31 October 2019.   
 
Primary School—Parents are reminded that, from 1st November, they can submit online applications for children for Reception Year 
entry in September 2020. Parents should apply direct at:  
  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primary-school 
The deadline for receipt of primary school applications is 15th January 2020.  
 
Focus on Nethercote Class 
In Nethercote Class we had our trip to Blenheim Palace last week, which the children really enjoyed. We had some brilliant discussions 
back in school about the art we had seen and we are waiting for our clay masterpieces to dry before we can take them home! This 
week we are looking at measurement in Maths. After revisiting time we are moving onto measuring lengths and have had fun 
measuring ourselves using lots of classroom equipment. Who knew someone could be 10 felt tip pens long? 
 
Eco Council  
Our brand new Eco-Council have met since the last newsletter.  All the council members had a lot to contribute and it was clear that 
there were a lot of issues that the council felt could be tackled in school. 
We have decided to sign up to the Eco-Schools programme which should lead to us to gaining a bronze, silver and finally green flag 
award to show we are an environmentally friendly school. 
To begin with the council are conducting an Environmental Review of our school, covering a range of areas from biodiversity to 
recycling.  Once this review is complete we will decide on the areas we feel it is important to work on first of all. 
Further information can be found at https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/ 
 
School Council Update from Mrs Barnett and Mrs Murrey  
Our wet playtime games have arrived! We checked the delivery notes to ensure everything had come then gave them out to all the 
classes. We’re quite looking forward to wet play now! 
Please remember that Link to Hope Shoeboxes are due in to school by Thursday the 24th October, spare leaflets are in the office if you 
need one. Please remember to keep the money and the Gift Aid form separate from the box and hand it in to the office.  
We are holding a cake sale for the NSPCC on Friday the 25th October, we need your support with both cake donations and buying the 

cakes! Please keep an eye out for the poster we are sending home. 

Year 6 Young Leaders 
We went to a Young Leader’s event at The Marlborough School. Firstly we has to write on Post-It notes things that make a good 
teacher. We then created a warm up that we can do with the Year 1’s and Year 2’s. Afterwards we played interactive games with 
members of other schools. We then built and tested our some games that we can bring back to school and use with the younger 
children.   By Grace B, Pandora C, David C and Noah H. 
 
Year 6 Debating Workshop 
On Friday 4th October Daisy and I were picked up by my Mum who drove us to Rye St Anthony School where the Debating Workshop 
was going to take place. It was a short walk to the Drama Hall where the presentation was set. Our leader, an English teacher, gave a 
speech and we had lunch. It was delicious! 
We started planning our debate by thinking about what a debate was, how to argue for what you believed in and how to make 
persuasive text for the speech. Daisy and I were first which was a bit of a shock as we had not fine tuned our speeches. Although we 
did not do the most we could do, we won the debate and went home victorious. 
The question of the debate? Should we wear uniform to school? The answer was Yes!      By Daisy D and Alex M 
 
Year 5 Street Dance Workshop 
When we arrived we got off the coach and went to The Marlborough School sports hall. First we did some warm up exercises, by 
favourite move was the helicopter. We started to learn our dance. The theme was ‘The First Day of Reception’, we acted like it was 
our first day of school, we even did on the bus and registration. We pretended to brush our teeth and brush our hair.  
It was a lot of fun!     By Daisy E and Molly H 
 

Key Stage Two Ashmolean Trip  
On 11th October KS2 went on a trip to the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. Rousham Class focused on our topic ‘Egyptians’ while 
Harborne Class main looked at their topic ‘Stones and Bones.’ Both classes went to a workshop for some of the day and for the other 
time we went on a ‘Scavenger hunt’ around the whole museum (self guided). Everyone had lots of fun and learnt lots. 
     By Daisy D and Darcey M 
 
 

Our value this term is:   Respect  
“Do for others just what you want them to do for you.” (Luke 6:31)  

https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/


 

 

Oxford Half Schools Challenge 
On Sunday 13th October 12 children from Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 completed their final mile of a half marathon! We ran 12.1 
miles at school and at home and for the last one we all met in Oxford. There were lots of schools running, we all had our own t-shirts 
that said ‘Oxford Half Marathon’ on. It rained lots! There was one giant puddle that everyone had to run through, I loved that bit! At 
the end we got a medal and a goody bag. It was good fun.        By Clemmie M 
 
Aldi initiative 
We have registered for the Aldi ‘GET SET - eat for fresh’ initiative that you may have seen advertised in the media or in stores. Please 
send any stickers you have into school where we will place them on the poster.  
 
School Photos 
The photos taken today will be made available to you next week; the deadline for orders will be inthe week after half term. 
 
MacMillan Coffee Morning 
Thank you to Helen Laughton for organising the MacMillan Coffee Morning that we held a few weeks ago and the after school cake 
sale. Also, thank you to everyone who made cakes and gave donations. We raised a fantastic £279.26 for Macmillan Cancer Support 
which Helen will put towards her fundraising which includes running the London Marathon for a second time next spring. 
 
School Lunches 
Can we remind all parents to regularly check their school lunch balances and keep payments up to date. Advance payments can be 
made, £2.30 is deducted on a daily basis when a school lunch has been ordered. 
We have had a good response to jacket potatoes and baguettes being available on a daily basis. If you do not want your child to 
choose a baguette, preferring them to have a hot meal option, please let the school office know. 
The new school meal effective from w/c 4th November will be sent home on the last day of term. 
 
PTA 
The PTA AGM was held on 8th October and new core committee members voted in.  
We welcome Carrie Southall and Helen Spencer as Co-Chairs, Helen Laughton as Treasurer and Brian Collins has kindly agreed to 
continue as Secretary.  
Thanks to everyone who came to support the PTA and made the meeting viable. The Chair’s/Treasurer’s Report and Minutes are 
attached.  
 
The Oktoberfest was last weekend and lived up to expectations of a raucous night of fun with Karl and his wonderfully talented 
Bavarian band. The array of revellers in traditional dress and lederhosen was brilliant too and, unfortunately, not easily forgotten!! 
 
Upcoming events:  
Bags2School - Collection is Thursday 24th October 2019, bags should be dropped off in front of the school office by 9:00am please.  
Bags have now been sent home with the children although additional (plain) bags can be used if required.  
 
ArtBank - Designs will be available to view and order online very soon ! When we have received confirmation children will bring home 
a flyer with your child’s unique code.  
 
Jacket Potato Night - 22nd November 2019 —Treat yourself to a Friday night off cooking—order your Jacket Potatoes early! Lots of 
toppings available. Shaun Ducie has kindly agreed to provide his delicious chilli again. Order forms will be sent home after half term 
and will also available via the school office or on the village newsletter.  
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Future School Events   

18th October Y4, Y5 and Y6 Art Project trip to Blenheim 
NO Parents Assembly 

21st October Parent Consultation Evening 

22nd October Parent Consultation Evening 

24th October Bags2School Collection 
WPS Y3-6 Open Cross Country 

25th October 3:00 End of Autumn Term 1 
3.00 Cake Sale (in aid of NSPCC) 

4th November 8:45 Start of Autumn Term 2 

5th November First Harborne swim 

Future School Events   

13th November Nethercote to The Bus Museum 
9:30-11:00 Medcroft Open Morning  

15th November Children In Need 

20th—25th November 3:00-2:20 Book Fair 

21st November Harborne Class Lunch 

22nd November Jacket Potato Night 

25th November Flu Vaccinations 

29th November Last Parents Assembly of the Autumn Term 


