
Rousham Class Homework Grid – Spring 2020 
 

Knowing and understanding Applying and analysing 

knowledge 

Creating and evaluating 

Reading, writing 

and speaking skills 

  

Sources of information.  

List 5 pieces of information about 

Benin from different sources in order 

of reliability.  Quote your sources.  

How good were your sources?   How 

do you know what they say is true?  

Story telling.    

There was a strong tradition of oral 

storytelling in Benin.  Tell a story to 

another person.  Prepare it well so 

you can present it to peers, parents, 

carers and staff at the extravaganza.   

 

Persuasive text.  

Write a short article to persuade 

people to study Benin (persuasive 

text).  Why is it important to study 

this civilisation? 

Cartoon strip.  

How would you feel if you were a 

Dutch or Portuguese traveller visiting 

Benin many hundreds of years ago? 

What would remind you of home and 

what would feel strange? If you were 

from Benin, what would you find odd 

or familiar about the Europeans? 

Create a cartoon strip with speech 

and thought bubbles. 

Arguments for and against.  

Should the bronzes or other artefacts 
be returned to Benin? Explore the 
arguments for and against returning 
the bronzes to Benin. 

Short story.  

Write a short story (1 page) about a 

Benin tradesmen.  What did they 

trade?  Who did they trade with? 

What happened if someone cheated 

them? 

Numbers and 

science 

Timeline.  

Create your own timeline of Benin’s 

history, highlighting key events. 

Artefact table.  

Classify a range of Benin artefacts 

(about 10 or more) by materials 

used.  Create a table to record your 

classification. 

Benin art diagram. 

Create a labelled diagram to show 
the stages in producing a piece of 
Benin art e.g. from mine to finished 
piece. 

Poster of location and environment. 

 Create a poster showing where 
Benin is and about the environment 
in and around Benin City.  Identify 
environmental and physical features 
including forest, savannah, 
mountains, rivers, oceans from a 
map. Use information from the map 
to ask and answer questions, e.g. 
Why is location important to the 
development of different types and 
sizes of settlement? 

Benin Fact Quiz.   

Create a quiz about Benin.  Include 
text the reader can use to answer 
your questions (comprehension). 

Information text about life in Benin. 
Create an information text with 
number facts such as length of 
earthworks, length of rule of a king 
or fraction of city of Benin that was 
occupied by the city.  It might look 
like a page from an encyclopaedia. 

Painting,  

drawing and 

visualizing 

Symbolism in art.  

Artists used animals to symbolise 

different things.  Draw a poster with 

these images and add captions to 

fully explain what each means. 

Clothing 

Draw and label a picture of a man 

and woman wearing traditional 

clothes from Benin. 

Pictures of ancient and modern 

Benin.  

How has Benin changed? Paint or 

draw two images showing an aspect 

of life in ancient and modern Benin. 

Write at least one paragraph 

explaining the changes. 

Comparison 

Draw a picture showing life in 

England and a picture showing 

life in Benin. Label and 

similarities and/or differences. 

 

Unique artwork. 

 Find an ancient Benin artefact and 

create a unique piece of artwork 

inspired by it. 

Mask comparison. 

 Compare the style of masks 

produced in Benin with masks from 

another culture.  Draw a typical mask 

from each culture and annotate 

both. 



Hands on Mask.  

Make a model of a mask in the style 

of a Benin craftsman. 

Building model.  

Make a model of a Benin 

building/artefact. 

Mask recipe.  

Design, create and eat your own 

edible mask.  Record using 

photographs and by writing up as a 

recipe (using features of the genre 

such as ingredient and equipment 

lists with commas) 

Clothing/jewellery research. 

Research styles of clothing or 

jewellery worn at the time. Choose 

one and create a labelled diagram 

and make a miniature version. 

Modern plaque.  

We know a lot about Benin from 

examining ancient brass plaques.  

Create a plaque of your own that 

tells the viewer important 

information about your life, e.g. 

hobbies.  Include a labelled diagram 

and at least one paragraph 

explaining your plaque. 

Artefact sketch 

Visit a museum and make sketches of 

Benin artefacts and write at least 2 

paragraphs describing them.  What 

makes it worthy of being in a 

museum? 

Musical Drum music 

Find at least 5 pieces of music from 

around the world, ancient and 

modern, that feature drums and list 

them in order of preference, starting 

with your favourite. 

Music critique 

Listen to and critique Benin music.   

 

Drum / thumb piano composition. 

Compose your drum or thumb piano 

music. 

Market music 

Find and record music that evokes 

images of a busy Benin market. 

 

Instrument creation 

Make an instrument using natural 

materials. 

Research Benin music 

How do we know about it?  Which 

instruments did they use? Did they 

invent any instruments? Draw at 

least 3 Benin instruments and label. 

 

Homework  

6 pieces of home work need to be completed by the end of the Spring Term. 

This homework matrix is designed to encourage the pupils be independent and creative, organise their time, make 

choices, enhance their research skills, use and apply their knowledge in different contexts whilst thinking of their 

audience, develop their reading and writing skills and to help prepare them for secondary school. 

To encourage time management skills, pupils should complete the matrix over the term and to choose a balance of 

activities across the grid.  Remember you need to choose which ones to do, some work can be typed.  To improve 

writing, the majority should be handwritten. 

 

Websites  

Here are some useful websites:  

http://www.britishmuseum.org/ 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/young_explorers/discover/a_closer_look/the_palace_of_benin.aspx 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/benin_bronze/ 

http://www.metmuseum.org/ has artefacts online to view 

http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/benin.html 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/kingdom-benin 

 

 

 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/
http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/benin.html
http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/kingdom-benin

