
 

 

  

Thursday 6th February 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility. Everyone who comes into contact with children and 
their families has a role to play in Safeguarding. When we consider Safeguarding in school we are always thinking about what is in the 
best interests of the children.  
 
Tuesday 11th February is Safer Internet Day, this year’s theme is about identity. We will be taking part in activities to encourage 
children to think about being themselves and their online identity. Internet Safety is part of our whole school Computing curriculum 
and is revisited regularly in each year group.  
 
Many parents will remember that last year we held a parent consultation group to review our Anti-Bullying Policy. Katie Vingoe our 
SEN Governor also met with a group of children last year to talk to them about Anti-bullying and both the ideas from the parents and 
children have been included in our new Anti-Bullying Policy. It is now online and can be read at the following link:  
www.tackley.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Antibullying-Policy-January-2020.pdf   
 
Mrs Murrey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staffing 
Mrs White will be working alongside Mrs Barnett in Rousham Class up to the end of the Spring term. Mrs White is a PGCE student 
from Oxford Brookes and I’m sure you will join us in making her feel welcome in the school.  
 
Oxford Active—After School Club  
Our After School Club run by Oxford Active will be ready to start on Monday 24th February. Please register at:                                
www.cognitoforms.com/OxfordActive/RegistrationForm 
 
In consultation with Oxford Active we have deliberately chosen three session timings and a pricing structure to accommodate as many 
of our families as possible. The additional 5:00 finish has been added in for those parents who commute and use the train. The 16:24 
from Oxford arrives back in Tackley at 16:33 giving you enough time to collect from After School Club by 5:00. We will keep these 
session times under review throughout the school year.  
 

Focus on Medcroft Class 
In Nursery the children have learnt a new Nursery Rhyme every two weeks, with a range of activities to support this. The children have 
made their own bus for ‘The Wheels on the Bus’, had a visit from a doctor and looked after sick dollies when learning ‘Miss Polly had a 
Dolly’ and are now focusing on ‘The Queen of Hearts.’  Nursery have been developing their imaginative play through using the small 
world toys and pretending to be different characters during role play.  They particularly enjoyed building a bridge together and acting 
out ‘The Billy Goats Gruff.’ 
 
Reception have been learning traditional tales and have so far looked at ‘The Gingerbread Man’ and ‘The Three Billy Goat's Gruff.’ We 
have used story maps, story stepping, retelling stories and created our own story maps. In Maths Reception have been working on 
numerals to ten including number recognition, counting accurately and comparing groups of numbers.  
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Stars of the Week  

Phoebe T 
Poppy W 
Darcey M  

Elinor L 
Nancy V 

Lily B 

Learning Powers 

 Finlay R 
Phoebe T 

Bella S 
Louis S-G 

Stella O’M 
Ruby R 
Molly H  
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Governor Update 
The full Governing Body held its regular Term 3 meeting last week.  Governors discussed the forthcoming opening of the after school 
club and reports from the visits made by governors to monitor aspects of the school which are priorities in our development plan. This 
included progress in maths, reading and support for our SEN children. We were pleased to see the progress being made across the 
school and the way in which the school is adjusting to the new Ofsted framework which puts less emphasis on data and more on 
demonstrating skills progression throughout the curriculum. 
 
Early Years Open Morning—Thursday 27th February 
Please see the attached for details of our Open Morning. 
  
Maths Open Morning—Thursday 27th February 
Our first Maths Open morning is from 9.30-11.00 on Thursday 27th February. Mrs Murrey will be in the hall between 8.45 and 9.10 
ready to answer questions and to discuss our Maths curriculum. Between 9.10 and 9.45 you will be free to visit classes and see 
children learning Maths. 
 
Ask Mrs Murrey our Reading Lead  
I have had some great feedback from Early Years and Key Stage One parents about our new phonic and reading scheme books we 
have purchased. The children are enjoying reading the new and updated books. As part of my monitoring of reading across the school 
this week I have looked at children’s reading diaries. 
 
There is some great dialogue between parents and teachers that support and informs our assessment of how children are progressing 
with their reading. It would be good to see more parents recording regularly in the reading diaries - it could be the bedtime story you 
read together, the magazine on a Saturday afternoon or sharing a story together. It is all valuable to providing your children with a 
varied and rich reading diet, establishing good reading habits and often just a moment of calm in a busy day.  
 
Nethercote Trip to The Sheldonian Theatre 
On Friday, Nethercote class had the pleasure of seeing the Oxford County Youth Orchestra. This year 
the theme was ‘Space’ and we listened to Gustav Holst's The Planets as well as the famous main 
theme from Star Wars (a particular favourite). The children absolutely loved the experience and it was 
an amazing opportunity for them to see an orchestra live and sit in the beautiful Sheldonian Theatre. 
One member of the orchestra came to Tackley School for her primary years. We hope it inspired many 
future musicians!  
 
School Council 
We met this week and talked about our class council meetings. Children are pleased with how the sponsored exercises went and are 
desperate for their rewards. Please get any sponsorship money in ASAP (extended to Friday morning registration).  
This week we are going to arrange for some of us to visit Woodstock Primary School to look at their outdoor equipment for ideas of 
what we can do here.        By Jack D and Noah H 
 
Sports for Schools 
Last week, we enjoyed a visit by footballer Alistair Patrick-Heselton. He told us how he used many of our 
learning powers to be successful, including how to be focussed and how to believe in yourself. He took us 
through a journey of his life from how he started football to how he became a Paralympic footballer 
competing for Great Britain at the Olympics. We all enjoyed listening to his story and taking part in our 
sponsored exercises alongside him.         By Harborne Class 
  
Please keep checking the website for photos of this exciting afternoon. We are awaiting for confirmation of 
the final amount raised. Thank you to everyone who sponsored the children, we expect to have over £700 to 
spend on sports equipment.  
 
Cycle Proficiency 
If any parent is able and willing to help with our cycle proficiency training sessions on Tuesday afternoons from w/c 18th May until the 
test which is on Monday 6th July please contact the school office. Mrs Barton will be able to complete the trainer training during these 
sessions. Without this additional support we will not be able to run this course this year. 
 
PTA 
The PTA gives each class a budget of £100 and Rousham Class spent theirs on Mindfulness books. We each got to choose from No 
Worries, Be Brave, Hello Happy, Be Green, Be Kind and Be Positive. Everyone likes having time to just think about ourselves and to 
focus on our own wellbeing. A BIG THANK YOU to the PTA.     By Grace B 
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PTA 
SCHOOL DISCO - Thursday 13th February 
Come and celebrate the end of the half term with Mr Mayhem! 

 Reception & Nethercote 4.30 - 5.30 

 Harborne & Rousham 6.00 - 7.00 
 
£3 per child with a drink and biscuit included—consent and payment via ParentPay please. 
  
TACKLEY HORSE SHOW – 26th April 
Please put this in your diaries! 
We will be asking for volunteers to help on the day for replacing jumps.  All parents welcome to help, not just PTA members! 
  
OUTSIDE SPACE 
As we look to improving the outside space for our children, can we ask any landscaping experts to get in touch with the school as we’d 
love to pick their brains about the possibilities/ potential issues with the ground. 
  
BAGS 2 SCHOOL 
Having a spring clear out? The next collection is 28th February 
Bags available from the office or just a bin bag is fine. 
Here is a reminder of what can be donated, 
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Future School Events   

14th February 3:00 End of Spring Term 1 

24th February 8:45 Start of Spring Term 2  
3:00 First Oxford Active After School Club 

27th February 8:45 Whole School Maths Open Morning 
9:30 Early Years Open Morning 

28th February First Fizz Pop Science After School Club (details to be 
available next week) 

2nd March Year 1 Dance Event 

5th March World Book Day 

Future School Events   

6th March Whole School Trip to Science Oxford Centre 

16th & 17th March Parent Consultation Meetings 

17th March U11 Tag Rugby Event—to be confirmed  

24th March Full Governors Meeting 

25th March Reception and Nethercote Trip to The Green Dragon Eco 
Farm 

26th March 3:15 KS1 SATS Parents Information Meeting 

2nd April 1:45 Easter Service at St Nicholas Church 

3rd April 3:00 End of Spring Term 2 

St Nicholas Church Events 

Every Sunday 5.30pm Evening Services. 
9.30am Family Communion on the last 
Sunday of every month. 
All welcome to all services. 

Tackley Methodist Church Events 

See village noticeboards for dates Messy Church 


