
 

 

Dear Parents  
I hope you’re all well and keeping safe. My plan is to send you at least an email once a week with hopefully some useful information 
on and updates about what is happening and how we are working. I will say again the staff have been really strengthened by your 
messages of support and kindness over the last week. It has been an unpredictable, unknown and fast changing week and staff, 
children and parents adapted really quickly. I think we will all now more than ever need to support each other, so please do continue 
to be kind to yourselves and each other.  
 
School Office  
The school office is closed as of today. If you want to contact school it can be done via email at office.3144@tackley.oxon.sch.uk - the 
office staff and myself are regularly checking this email account and can forward anything necessary to teachers, as well as answer any 
queries you may have.  
 
ICT support for remote learning  
I hope that you are beginning to adjust to having your children at home whilst trying to juggle childcare, your own home working and 
being a parent. You may be beginning to dip your toe into some of the learning activities the teachers have sent home or uploaded to 
Google Classroom. I have attached a flyer to this email with details of IT support for parents being provided by 123ICT. If you need any 
help logging on to Google Classroom or accessing resources you can contact them via the email address on the flyer or phone. Please 
do – they are really helpful, and want to help us, to help you, make remote learning work.  
 
Google Classroom  
Please try and access Google Classroom this week either with your children (or without them if it’s easier!) and try and practise, 
navigate and make some sense of it. The Stream on Google Classroom is there for children to communicate with each other and their 
teachers, please ask your children to add comments on there and ask their teachers questions. This is a new way of working for all of 
us and will take some getting used to. If you, or your children, are unable to get on to Google Classroom contact 123ICT using the 
details on the flyer attached to the email and they will be able to help you. If your issue is related to access to a computer then please 
contact the school office and let us know. We still have no indication of how long school will be shut, and as time moves on Google 
Classroom will be our main way of providing work to your children. Please try this week to log on so we can remove any barriers for 
the future.  
 
Key workers 
Thank you to parents for all of your quick replies last week when we were trying to establish how many children were parents of key 
workers. The message has been very clear from the Government …”many families with a parent or carer working in critical sectors will 
be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be, to limit the chance of the virus 
spreading.” We want to keep our children and families safe, whilst supporting our parents working in the front line.  
In case you missed them . . . .  
Here are a few recommendations that have already been shared that may be of use. There are some great ebooks that they can read 
free on https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ if you are keen to keep up in particular with phonics try this link https://
home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/ there are free RWI phonic ebooks that 
can be accessed further down the page.  

Don’t forget Numbots and Times Table Rockstars practise is always helpful – and may give you 5 minutes much needed peace and 
quiet for a cup of tea in the sunshine, or to answer your emails!!   
 
And finally—These are unprecedented times, please don’t worry if this week not much work is getting done. You are doing enough 
being at home with your children and giving them guidance through a tricky time. Look after yourselves and each other. Try and do 
some of the things there is less time for normally – play games, build dens and be outside.  
 
Some things that might help structure your week or day if your children are reluctant with ‘work’:  

 a bit of reading– independently or to your children 

 some free writing – a diary entry, draw a comic 

 hands on Maths – cooking, being outside, maths games 

 some fine motor work – Lego, cutting, drawing, tidying up small toys 

 physical exercise – EVERY DAY (I’m still struggling to sit down pain free after yesterday’s Joe Wicks workout!) 

 listen to some music 

 imaginative free play – the more independent the better 

 for our older children – independent working on a project, a bit of research, make a presentation. 
 
Stay safe, keep in touch and please look after yourself and each other.  
 
Mrs L J Murrey 
Headteacher 
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