
Harborne Summer Term  

The Empire strikes back (The Romans) 

Whole Topic Overview. 

 Know the tourist attractions of Rome and analyse the city as a holiday resort. 

 Compare Italy and Britain; identifying similarities and differences.  

Areas to cover in weeks 10 & 11 (29/06/20 and 06/07/20) 

Week 10) Know the tourist attractions of Rome and analyse the city as a holiday resort. 

Week 11) Compare Italy and Britain; identifying similarities and differences.  

Ideas for activities: 

Week 10) 

- If you went on holiday to Rome, what sorts of things do you think you could do there? 

- Go through the information on the slides explaining some of the attractions of Rome and what you can do 

there. Having seen what Rome has to offer, do you think you would like to go on holiday there? Which 

attractions would you most like to visit and why?  

- Go through the slides showing various tourist attractions in Rome, showing those that both date from 

ancient Rome as well as more modern attractions. How many of these tourist activities do you think date 

from the Roman empire? 

- Create a ‘lift the flap’ image of Rome – showing ancient and modern Rome. 

- Design a tourism brochure or poster for Rome.  

- Create an information booklet for the Colosseum. 

- Make a Roman Colosseum out of biscuits  

Week 11)  

- What do you know / have found out so far about Italy and Rome? Split a page in half and write down what you 

know about Italy on one side and what you know about Rome on the other. Do the same for London and Britain, 

compare.  

- Research Britain before and after the Roman Invasion create a poster of how Britain changed.  

- Explore Italy and Britain, in what ways do you think they are similar? Create a list.  

- Look at the categories on the slides: weather; climate; culture; landscape. What are the similarities and differences 

between Italy and Britain for each of these.  

- In the year 43 AD, the Romans invaded and conquered Britain and many Romans came over to England (then called 

Britannia) to live. What might a Roman soldier have found difficult about moving to a new place? What do you think 

he would have missed about home? What would he have found similar to his old life in Rome 

Books linked to the topic: 

Escape from Pompeii  Christina Balit 

Roman Invasion (My Story)  Jim Eldridge 

What the Romans Did For Us Alison Hawes 

Roman Diary: The Journal of Iliona (A Young Slave) Richard Platt 

The Roman Quests: Escape from Rome Caroline Lawrence 

The Thieves of Ostia Caroline Lawrence 

The Orchard Book Of Roman Myths Geraldine McCaughrean & Emma Chichester Clark 

Meet the Ancient Romans James Davies 

Avoid Being a Roman Soldier (The Danger Zone) David Stewart 

Romans on the Rampage Jeremy Strong 

So You Think You've Got It Bad: A Kid's Life in Ancient Rome Chae Strathie & Marisa Morea 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Escape-Pompeii-Christina-Balit/dp/1845070593/ref=nosim?tag=myc0e-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Roman-Invasion-Story-Jim-Eldridge/dp/1407107372/ref=nosim?tag=myc0e-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Roman-Diary-Journal-Iliona-Young/dp/0763670537/ref=nosim?tag=myc0e-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Escape-Rome-Book-Roman-Quests/dp/1510100237/ref=nosim?tag=myc0e-21


Useful web links:  

 Watch BBC animated videos and clips about life in Roman times 
 Romus and Remus were the legendary founders of Rome 
 An interactive guide to how Rome's empire expanded over time 
 Videos about growing up in Ancient Rome 
 Read the BBC Bitesize guide to Roman life 
 10 facts about ancient Rome for kids 
 Detailed information guide to life in Rome, from the army and rulers to food, entertainment and status 
 An interactive map of Rome 
 Learn about the jewellery, emperors and animals of imperial Rome and see coins, busts and sculptures of Roman 

emperors 
 Look at the floorplan of a typical Roman villa 
 Ancient Roman life explained for kids 
 Examine a Roman mosaic 
 Find out more about Roman gods and goddesses 
 Take a virtual tour through a Roman bath house or fly over one! 
 Read about the Roman Forum and see inside the Colosseum where gladiators fought 
 Watch an interactive animation of the Colosseum 
 All about chariot races 
 Cook some Ancient Roman recipes and find out about health and food in Roman times 
 Read a collection of poems which celebrate the lives of famous Ancient Romans and what the Romans achieved 

and "did for us" 
 Look through a list of rulers of the Roman Empire and see some of the coins they were pictured on 
 Read 10 facts about the Colosseum, then watch a video of the Colosseum in Rome as it might have looked when 

it was packed with 50,000 spectators 
 See what a Roman banquet would have looked like 
 Watch clips of classicist Mary Beard explaining what a gladiator's helmet looks like and introducing an ancient 

Roman 
 Join a virtual Roman legion online 
 Can you guess what a vomitarium was in ancient Rome? 
 See animated maps explaining Rome's history 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Romulus-and-Remus
https://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/ca/books/bkf3/imaps/AC_13_427_romheight/AC_13_427_romheight.html
https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/topic/1541061/ancient-rome
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z2sm6sg
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/romans/10-facts-about-the-ancient-romans/
https://www.mylearning.org/stories/the-raging-romans-/433
https://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/ca/books/bkf3/imaps/AC_13_432_7hills/AC_13_432_7hills.html
https://www.britishmuseum.org/learning/schools_and_teachers/resources/all_resources/resource_imperial_rome.aspx
https://www.britishmuseum.org/learning/schools_and_teachers/resources/all_resources/resource_emperors_of_rome.aspx
https://www.britishmuseum.org/learning/schools_and_teachers/resources/all_resources/resource_emperors_of_rome.aspx
https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/c9/c9/je03-who-lives-in-a-house-196084.pdf
https://www.cleo.net.uk/resources/displayframe.php?src=209/consultants_resources%2Fhistory%2Fcleoromans%2F
https://www.rammtimetrail.org.uk/Roman-Mosaic/Games-and-Puzzles/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/ancient-rome/roman-gods-and-goddesses/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/lostempires/roman/day.html
https://www.rammtimetrail.org.uk/Roman-Bath-House-Flythrough/Games-and-Puzzles/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/ancient-rome/roman-forum/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/ancient-rome/beneath-colosseum/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/ancient-rome/gladiators/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/animations/colosseum/index_embed.shtml
https://www.pbs.org/empires/romans/empire/chariot.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ancient/roman-recipes.html
https://cookit.e2bn.org/historycookbook/30-333-romano-british-Health-facts.html
https://cookit.e2bn.org/historycookbook/30-332-romano-british-Food-facts.html
https://www.history-for-kids.com/ancient-rome-for-kids.html
https://www.history-for-kids.com/romans-did.html
https://www.history-for-kids.com/romans-did.html
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/roru/hd_roru.htm
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/romans/colosseum/
https://vimeo.com/71158065
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/daily_life_gallery_03.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01ghsjx/clips
https://www.dariusdomain.com/v_legio/index.htm
https://www.show.me.uk/editorial/1110-why-a-vomitorium-is-not-what-it-sounds-like
https://www.the-map-as-history.com/Rome-Roman-empire

