
Rousham Summer Term  

World War II 

Whole Topic Overview 

 

 Be able to explain why World War II began and order events from World War II. 

 Know when, where and why children were evacuated in World War II.  

 Understand how people’s diets were different during World War II, to know what rationing was and how and 

why it was implemented. 

 To find out about women’s wartime jobs and describe what they entailed in detail. 

 Be able to explain what the Holocaust was and describe some events that happened. 

 Explain some key events of World War II. 

 Explore why songs and music were important during the war and learn some famous wartime songs. 

 Investigate Morse code and how it was used during WW2. 

 Consider how the war affected people’s everyday lives. 

 To explore the use of propaganda during the war. 

 Research the events leading up to, and involved in, the end of the war. 

 

Areas to cover in weeks 10 & 11 (29/6/20-10/7/20) 

 Investigate Morse code and how it was used during WW2. 

 Consider how the war affected people’s everyday lives. 

 To explore the use of propaganda during the war. 

 

Ideas for activities: 

1. Find out about Samuel Morse and how Morse code was developed. 

2. Create a Morse Code keyer in Scratch. Example here.  

3. Complete the Morse Code worksheets. 

4. http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/children.htm Take notes/make a list of all areas of life 

affected. 

5. Watch this https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01ml6m6 

6. Write a diary entry imagining you were alive during the war, what was everyday life like? 

7. Look through the Children during WW2 PPT and discuss with someone at home. You could make a list 

of similarities and differences to your life. 

8. Watch https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-how-propaganda-was-used-

during-world-war-two/zr77wty  

9. Make your own WW2 propaganda poster, use the PPT to help you. 

 

Fiction books linked to the topic: 

Letters From The Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 

Once by Morris Gleitzman 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

My Secret Diary by Flossie Albright by Marcia Williams 

The Lion and The Unicorn by Shirley Hughes 

Rose Blanche by Ian McEwan 

https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/176165486/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/children.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01ml6m6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-how-propaganda-was-used-during-world-war-two/zr77wty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-how-propaganda-was-used-during-world-war-two/zr77wty


Wave Me Goodbye by Jacqueline Wilson 

The Emergency Zoo by Miriam Halahmy 

Back Home by Michelle Magorian 

Codename Celine by Jim Eldridge 

 

Useful web links:  

 A series of BBC films about WWII for KS2 children offers a comprehensive overview of World War Two for 
primary schools 

 Lots of aspects of WWII covered here 
 A brief video overview of the Second World War 
 Read about the 5 phases of WWII 
 10 facts about WWII from National Geographic Kids 
 Watch WWII video clips from the BBC archive and find out more about evacuation, the Blitz, rationing, famous 

WWII songs, news reports, speeches and eye-witness accounts 
 A children's guide to WWII from DKfindout! 
 Interactive articles and timelines about the major events and people of World War Two 
 Video information about rise of the Nazis 
 Read a BBC Bitesize summary of WWII 
 A complete BBC interactive timeline of WWII, including videos of key events 
 Women’s roles on the Home Front 
 Maps, investigations and individual sources about WWII from the National Archives 
 Look at an interactive map of the world and events during World War II 
 Understand more about D-Day: look through information sources about D-Day and read a D-Day guide from the 

National Army Museum 
 The CBBC guide to D-Day 
 See photographs of the Dunkirk evacuations 
 Read about what people who lived during World War II remember from those difficult years at the website ‘The 

People’s War’ 
 Find out about 9 iconic aircraft from Battle of Britain, including the Spitfire and the Hawker Hurricane 
 A detailed guide to the Spitfire, the most famous plane of World War Two 
 Find out about all the different types of World War II defences (called pillboxes) that you can still see around 

Britain 
 Watch a Newsround introduction to the Holocaust 
 The life and times of Winston Churchill, and how Churchill's speeches (and his dentures!) contributed to the war 

effort 
 Find out about code-breaking at Bletchley Park 
 Look through photos of Victory in Europe (VE) Day celebrations 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-world-war-two/zjnyscw
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Britain.html
https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-II
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/3
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/world-war-two/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p059sqrc
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/world-war-ii/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/world-war-two-the-most-destructive-global-conflict-in-human-history/z6q8bdm
https://vimeo.com/191699730
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zxq4kqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zyxpfg8
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/worldwar2/index-of-resources/
https://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/WW2/index.html
https://www.iwm.org.uk/learning/resources/what-was-d-day
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/d-day
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/d-day
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/world/d-day_/newsid_3754000/3754731.stm
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/7-photos-from-the-dunkirk-evacuations
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/9-iconic-aircraft-from-the-battle-of-britain
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/why-do-we-love-the-spitfire/z7p4f4j#zskr9j6
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_hardened_field_defences_of_World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_hardened_field_defences_of_World_War_II
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16690175
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/z363gk7
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z83j7ty
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z83j7ty
https://bletchleypark.org.uk/our-story
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-photos-of-ve-day-celebrations

