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Dear Parents
Right back at the beginning of term I read a story to each of the class called The Dot by Peter Reynolds. It is a story about believing you
can do something and practising until you get better. When I talked with the children about the story they all shared with me ideas
about how they wanted to improve at something this year. Our youngest children’s biggest area of improvement was the monkey
bars!! They really wanted to be able to “do the monkey bars” backwards, forwards and all the way to the end.
We had a really long discussion about how they could improve their skills—lifting baked bean cans at home, being more fit and doing
push ups—were some of their suggestions. This week it was a delight to be out on the playground and see so many of the children in
Nethercote proudly showing me that they can do the monkey bars forwards, and backwards! They all were cheering each other on,
and proudly celebrating with each other.
Many targets and goals have been achieved across the school this term and I want to thank staff, children and parents for being part
of that. It has been a challenging half term and return to school but made possible by the hard work and support of the whole school
community. Thank you.
I hope you all have a restful half term.
Mrs L Murrey
25 Reads
Congratulations to the children achieving their 25 reads milestone this week.
Lilah B

George C

Lydia L

Laurie L

Valentina B

Percy H-L

Max J

Finn O’S

Phoebe T

Alex J

Josh R
Ben M
Ruby R
and congratulations to Jack D for being the first in Nethercote Class to reach his 50 reads — that’s fantastic Jack!
Term Dates 2021/2022
These are now published on the website and on the last page of this newsletter.
School Applications for 2021/2022
Primary School—Online applications for children for Reception Year entry in September 2021 can be submitted from 3rd November
2020. Attending our Nursery does not automatically give your child a school place in September. Parents should apply direct at:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primary-school
The deadline for receipt of primary school applications is Friday 15th January 2021.
Homework
Teachers will set homework on Google Classroom for English and Maths after half term. Activities will be set each week and
completed on Google Classroom, and submitted back to the teacher for their feedback. All children will know their log on details for
Google Classroom as we are regularly using it in school. Please email or speak to your child’s class teacher directly if you have any
questions about the homework set.
School Lunches and Nursery Session Payments
Please can parents check their ParentPay accounts and make payments by Monday 26th October to clear any outstanding balances.
Thank you. Children will bring the new menu home with them today. Jacket potato will continue to be available to choose on a daily
basis (not detailed on the sheet).
School Photos
Please return your photo orders to school by Wednesday 4th November.
Nasal Flu Vaccinations
You will have previously had an email with details of how to register your child for the flu vaccine. This is also available on the
website.
Your on-line consent needs to be completed by 5:00 on Monday 9th November to ensure you child receives their vaccination. The link
will close on this date and late consents will not be accepted.
Oxford Active—After School Club—ad hoc bookings available
Our After School Club runs from 3:00—5:30 on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Please visit their website
http://www.activeafterschoolclubs.co.uk/ to register and book regular sessions. For ad-hoc bookings please call Oxford Active on
01865 594324. I can not emphasise enough that this is a “Use it or Lose it” approach. We are in contract with Oxford Active until July
2021, currently the Club is being run with a significant financial loss to the school, this is not sustainable beyond July 2021. We urge all
parents to make use of this valuable resource.
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Kidlington Library
It’s coming up to the half-term holiday and Kidlington Library would love to welcome children and families to the library. There aren’t
any of their usual holiday activities, but they have lots of lovely books to borrow and it’s fun to choose. Also, as there won’t be a local
Remembrance Day Parade, they would like to fill the front library window with poppies as a sign of remembrance. If your child would
like to colour in a poppy, they can pop it in their post box or in the quarantine box in the foyer and once it has been quarantined for 3
days it will go on display in their window. They look forward to filling the window by Remembrance Day on 11th November.
PTA
Second hand uniform and cake sale—today!
Don’t forget to join us for our sale after school by the school gate. Thank you to the PTA volunteers for
organizing this.
Half Term Pumpkin Carving Competition
We will be asking the children to get creative this half term and enter our competition to carve a spook-takular
pumpkin. Entry forms have been sent home with children and is also on the website. Entry is £1 and there will be one winner picked
from each class - there will be a prize!
Halloween Trail
We are also planning to produce a map of the village showing the houses that will be dressed to impress for Halloween. The maps will
be available at the uniform and cake sale and also at the shop, £1 each.
Value Awards
Medcroft Class: Our class celebrated the work we have been doing around Jane Goodall and chimpanzees. We talked about some
of the things Jane Goodall is famous for and shared some of our "Save the Chimpanzees!" posters. Try asking your children about
some of the things we learned about Jane Goodall and chimpanzees. Our value certificate for ‘Kindness’ was given to Freddie S.
Freddie is always ready to help anyone who needs it, whether it is helping them to take their coat off or to find a chair if they want to
sit down. He is a true gentleman! A huge well done to Freddie and to all of our Medcroft children who have worked so hard this term,
including this week when they are all so obviously incredibly tired. Have a fun and restful holiday.
Nethercote Class: This week we are celebrating writing and there is so much to look back on! We have thought hard about
achievements this term and how far the children have come. We have all worked hard and this can be seen very clearly in our writing.
This week the learning value is ‘Curiosity’ and I am awarding it to Billy S. He has continued to impress me with his attitude to learning
and is developing as an independent learner and thinker. Well done Billy, keep up the good work!
Harborne Class: This week in celebration assembly our class shared some of their wonderful non-fiction explanation texts around a
topic of their choice. They have worked so hard on their layout, presentation and use of concise language, they have produced some
beautiful work. Our value certificate for ‘Kindness’ was given to Pippa M this week for being thoughtful, caring and a good friend, Keep
up the fantastic work!
Rousham Class: This week Rousham celebrated our travel writing. We wrote sections for a travel book trying to persuade people they
should visit the country so had to make the places sound really great! In computing we learned how to design and make a webpage
and used our writing and images to make a fantastic website. Do have a look at it: https://sites.google.com/site/
roushamtravelpages2020/home . This week our Value certificate for ‘Responsibility’ goes to George D. I have been really impressed
with how hard George has worked this term and how he has taken responsibility for working hard to achieve his targets and taking on
board the advice and guidance he has been given. Well done George, keep it up!
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