
 

 

Dear Parents  
Children have been busy this week decorating Christmas trees in school, and making our school look festive. Thank you.  
 
Our Whole School Write today had a Christmas theme to it—ask your children about the surprise visitors we had overnight who were caught on 
camera!  The children’s imagination and excitement was fired up and their creative writing juices have been flowing. Well done.  
 
I am excited to tell you about the development of an area which will be known as Tackwell Spinney, which is on land adjacent to the school and 
playing fields. This has been developed in conjunction with Mr and Mrs Peake and the Scout group to create an outdoor learning space which can be 
used by Forest School and the Scout group. We are very excited to have such a great resource on our doorstep which can be used by all children in 
the school. Thank you to the Alex Machin and Rachel Strachan who have been working with the volunteers on behalf of the school to develop this 
area. 
 
Mrs Murrey  
 
Reading Achievements                                                                        
Congratulations to the following children for achieving their 50 reads milestone this week: 
 
 
 
 
and to the following children for achieving their 75 reads milestone this week. 
 
 
 
 
School Applications for 2021/2022 
Primary School—Parents are reminded that they can now submit online applications for children for Reception Year entry in September 2021. 
Attending our Nursery does not automatically give your child a school place in September. Parents should apply direct at:  
  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primary-school 
The deadline for receipt of primary school applications is Friday 15th January 2021.  
  
Christingle 
Thank you for returning your Christingle Collection candle. So far we have raised £163.19 The Children’s Society charity. 
Thank you also to Sue and Jim Pitts for kindly donating the oranges. The children all took part in a Christingle celebration 
yesterday afternoon and lit their Christingles—we took the opportunity to think about how we can share our love this 
Christmas with others.  
 
Christmas Trees 
Just a reminder for parents who ordered a Christmas Tree from Oxford Edens that you need to pick it up tomorrow, Saturday 5th December, 
between 10:00-11:00 by the wooden gate near to the Medcroft Class entrance (St Johns Road side). 
 
Christmas Crafts 
Thank you for all your orders—the crafts will be given to children in the last week of term to bring home.   
  
Overdue Payments 
As we near the end of term please can all parents check their ParentPay accounts and complete outstanding payments and contributions for school 
lunches. Thank you. 
  
Christmas Hampers 
Firstly, a huge thank you for your donations so far, we have received lots of lovely items, vouchers and cash, the hampers will be fantastic! We have a 

confirmed number of 14 hampers being given and we are continuing to provide weekly food parcels too. If you know of anyone needing weekly help 

please do let us know, by emailing the school office via office.3144@tackley.oxon.sch.uk and please do keep your donations coming!  

Please could all non-perishable items be donated by Friday 11th December. Any fresh food can be dropped at school on Thursday 17th December. 

If anyone has any sturdy boxes to make the hampers they would be much appreciated, also wrapping paper and ribbons to decorate them. 

Take care and thanks again for your support.  

PTA 
CHRISTMAS CAKE SALE 
We will be holding a Christmas Cake Sale after school on the 16th December, donations would be greatly appreciated on the morning to the office or 
please call Carrie to collect.   
 
DONATIONS  
We’ve had two very generous donations this week.   
Oxford Edens donated £150 through their Christmas Tree sales. Thank you to them and to all of you who bought your trees through them.  
  
Kaylee of K.E.M Creations held a Facebook raffle of her artwork and raised over £100. Again, a huge thank you to Kaylee and everyone that took part 
in the raffle.  
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RAFFLE! 
We’ve got some great prizes for our Christmas raffle. Tickets are now available to buy through ParentPay (and we will then transfer your details onto 
the actual tickets for the draw). Ticket books have also been sent home in book bags. Please return all sold ticket stubs and payments (cash or cheque 
made to Tackley Primary School PTA) in an envelope to school by morning drop off on Wednesday 16th December. 
Thank you to all our generous contributors to the raffle which include:- 

 A beautiful tree from Oxford Edens - oxfordedens.co.uk 

 Yummy cupcakes from Lisa Jackman - Facebook - Makebakebox 

 A Delightful print from Nettlefold - Nettlefoldhome.co.uk 

 Round of Golf from Bicester Golf Club - bicesterhotelgolfandspa.com 
and lots of lovely hamper treats donated by our terrific teachers!  
 
The PTA would also like to thank the teachers and children for creating such lovely Christmas crafts for the parents to buy - we’re looking forward to 
seeing them!  
 
CHRISTMAS TRAIL 
Nearly time to get the fairy lights out!  
We will be running a Christmas trail from the 12th December. There will be clues to find outside and a code to crack...  please let Carrie know if you’d 
like your festive house to take part and be on the trail.  
 
EASY FUNDRAISING 
If you’re shopping online for anything at all, please remember to go via easyfundraising to raise free donations for our PTA.   
Easyfundraising has over 4,000 shops and sites which will donate to us at no extra cost to yourself, including lots of big name retailers like John Lewis, 
Argos, Uswitch, eBay, M&S, Just Eat, Now TV, Domino's Pizza and Audible. All you have to do is go through the easyfundraising website or App 
whenever you shop online and we’ll receive a % of your spend as a free donation, at no cost to you or us. 
We really need all the help we can get at the moment and any funds we raise will make a big difference to us. Please remember to use 
easyfundraising and if you haven’t signed up yet, you can find our easyfundraising page at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
tackleyprimaryschooltackley/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=c19-e2. 

 
 
Value Awards   
Medcroft Class:  Our class were intrigued today as we found some reindeer footprints in the classroom.   After watching some video footage from 
our school security cameras, we discovered that there had been some very interesting visitors in school.  We quickly wrote news reports for the 
North Pole News and had a lot of fun being investigative journalists for the morning.  We felt it was important we shared this news with Mrs Murrey 
and celebrated our writing in our class assembly.  Our value certificate for being Responsible was given to Alfie P.  Alfie has taken a lot of 
responsibility for his own learning lately and because of this has made great progress.  This was evident in his report writing from this morning.  A 
huge well done, Alfie. 
 
Nethercote Class:  This week we are celebrating curiosity and the learning value is awarded to Kaitlyn H. She had a fantastic attitude to learni ng at 
home and has come back to school full of enthusiasm and excitement for the learning! Well done Kaitlyn. 
 
Harborne Class: This week in celebration assembly we discussed the importance of curiosity and shared examples of when we have been curious 
this term. Our leaning value of Responsibility was given to Florence H this week for exceptional effort, focus and accountability of her work, well done 
Florence! 
 
Rousham Class:  We arrived at school this morning to find some rather curious hoof prints and videos of night-time antics around school! It turns out 
that we had been visited by dancing reindeer! This certainly sparked Rousham’s curiosity and they produced some fantastic writing which we shared 
in our celebration assembly this afternoon. I was particularly impressed by Evie M’s enthusiasm and curiosity and have awarded her this week’s value 
certificate. Well done! A special mention also needs to go to Islay L-P as she sold some of her toys and donated the profits to the food bank fund, 
what a kind and caring thing to do! We are very proud of you Islay.   
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