
 

 

Dear Parents  
What a lovely return to school for all children it has been this week! The children have shown how resilient they are and settled straight back into the 
routines of school life and learning. 
 
The children have reflected that they have worked hard during lockdown when at home, and we have been delighted to see this in the work they 
have completed this week. As part of our ongoing curriculum work we will be revisiting many areas taught remotely during lockdown, and re-capping 
and revising key areas of learning we know are ‘building blocks’ to children progressing in the curriculum.  
 
Children’s progress in learning will be reported at parent consultation appointments the week beginning 26th April.  
  
Lauren Murrey  
  
Reading Achievements                                                                        
Congratulations to the following children for achieving their milestone this week: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Lockdown 
I have been asked by Oxfordshire Local Authority to continue to remind parents that we are still in a national lockdown. From 8th March the only 
change to the national lockdown guidance has been that Step 1 of the roadmap out of lockdown has begun. This means that all pupils can return to 
school and that outdoor recreation or exercise with your house or 1 other person is now allowed. All other restrictions remain in place.  
 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) reviews 
Children who have additional needs will have their Pupil Profiles reviewed as part of parent consultation meetings the week beginning 26th April. 
Parents will be able to book a double appointment slot, and will receive the reviewed Pupil Profile before the consultation meeting.   
 
Homework 
The setting of homework via Google Classroom will begin again at the start of the Summer term.  
 
Mental health and well-being 
Some children and young people may be experiencing feelings such as anxiety, stress or low mood as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 
and changes to their day to day lives. We will continue to identify those children through our daily check-in boards and discussion in PSHE lessons 
who may not be feeling OK, and will offer pastoral support as needed.  
Parents may find the following websites useful to know more about children’s mental health and well-being, and how you can help.  
 https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/                  https://www.minded.org.uk/   
        
Medcroft Forest School 
Part of the Early Years Curriculum requires children to be able to dress and undress independently.  Getting ready for Forest School is 
a great opportunity to support this part of Reception and Nursery children's development.   Therefore, children in Medcroft need to 
come to school in uniform on Forest School days and bring a change of Forest School clothes to put on before we go.  Many thanks. 
 
Medcroft Spare Clothes 
We have no spare clothes in Medcroft to change your child into if they get wet or dirty during the day.  Please make sure your child 
has a change of spare clothes with them every day as we are often involved in messy play.  If anyone is able to donate any old clothes 
your child has grown out of this would be very much appreciated. 
 
Medcroft Snack Time 
Please do not send your Medcroft child to school with a snack.  We always have milk and fruit together at snack time and there is no 
need for children to also bring in their own snacks from home.  Thank you. 
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Class Awards 
Medcroft Class —Our class celebrated the work we have been doing for Science Week.  We have discovered some signs of Spring at Forest 
School, developed our interest in forces, experimented with turning solids to liquids and planted Sunflower seeds.  Our value certificate of Kind-
ness was given to Lilah B.  Lilah has been very kind towards lots of her friends this week, checking they are okay if anyone looks a little lost or up-
set.  I have been really proud of everybody this week; it has been wonderful that we are all back together again and everyone settled back into 
our routines very quickly.  Well done to all of Medcroft and a special well done to Lilah. 
 
Nethercote Class— This week in Nethercote we have scientists and enjoyed exploring all things plants and weather. We have dissected daffodils, 
made tornadoes and even blown-up volcanoes! Our learning value for this week is Kindness and has been awarded to Jack D. I have been so im-
pressed by how kind, patient and helpful he has been this week. A real super star! 
  
Harborne Class—This week in celebration assembly we celebrated Science. The children have had a fantastic time exploring humans, focusing on 
the digestive system and teeth by making life sized anatomical digestive models, understanding the digestive process through a tights experiment 
and looking at teeth by making models and comparing to animals using research. Our Values certificate for Responsibility this week went to      
Florence H, I have been so impressed with your resilience in class this week, you have worked really hard at pushing yourself and have completed 
some wonderful pieces of work which you should be really proud of. Your attitude to learning this week has been fantastic, well done! 
  
Rousham Class— It has been so lovely to have a full and buzzing Rousham class again! And what a productive, fun and packed week it has been. 
For Science Week we have: joined live Oxford Science shows, joined a webinar with scientist and author Dr Mandy Hartley and learnt about DNA 
including how to extract it from a banana. We have learned about: animal reproduction, the stages of development in a human foetus, gestation 
periods of different animals, explored STEM jobs and the skills needed to complete them and herd immunity using Jenga! As well as all this sci-
ence we have begun writing guides for dragon hunters, made dragons out of clay, worked on decimals and fractions, read more of Holes, de-
signed and made rafts and tested them in the stream, explored International Women’s Day and topics such as gender equality and racism. As well 
as catching up with friends, playing and talking lots! We are certainly back with a bang! I have awarded our value certificate of Curiosity to        
Jasmine B. I have been really impressed with Jasmine’s positive attitude towards returning to school; she has involved herself in discussions, given 
her opinions and asked questions. Well done Jasmine! 
 
PTA 
Bag2School  
Don’t forget—our Spring Term collection is on Monday 26th April.  



 

 


