
Scientific Vocabulary 

 
Early Years 

 Summer, winter, autumn, spring, day, daytime, wind, rain, sleet, hail, fog, cold, sun, hot, hard, soft, stretchy, stiff, shiny, dull, rough, smooth, bendy, 
waterproof, absorbent, wood, plastic, metal, water, fabric, properties, materials, living, dead, never alive, habitats, food chain, shelter, seashore, woodland, 
petal, root, leaf, stalk, water, oxygen, sunshine, soil, scientists, inventors, jobs/professions, experiments, designs, test, fish, amphibians, reptiles, pets, birds, 

mammals, senses, tongue, taste, nose, smell, ears, hearing, eyes, vision, skin, touch, omnivores, carnivores, herbivores, environment, litter, pollution, air, world.  
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A 
Year 1 
Planit 

Seasonal Changes- Spring, Summer, Autumn, 
Winter 

Seasons, autumn, winter, summer, spring, weather, 
daylight, temperature, months of the year. 

Scientists and Inventors 
Inventor, discover, scientist, experiment, astronaut, 

biology, biologist, vet.   
Animals inc humans 

Sight, hearing, touch, taste, smell, parts of the body 
(head, ear, eye, nose, teeth, mouth, shoulder, 

hand, elbow, thumb, fingers leg, knee, toes, foot), 
amphibians, birds, fish, mammals, reptiles, 

carnivore, herbivore, omnivore. 

Plants 
Roots, nutrients, soil, stem, roots, leaves, flowers, 
petals, fruit, seeds, bulbs, wild plant, garden plant, 

weed, deciduous, evergreen. 
Everyday materials 

Smooth, objects, bendy, not bendy, waterproof, 
not waterproof, absorbent, not absorbent, 

transparent, opaque, material, hard, soft, stretchy, 
shiny, dull, rough 

B 
Year 2 
Planit 

Uses of Everyday Materials 

Materials, suitability, properties, opaque, carved, 

waterproof, transparent, flexible, stiff, strong, 

lightweight, stretchy, absorbent. 

Scientists and Inventors 

Biome ,Eden project, botanist, doctor, germs, 

turbine, waterproof. 

Animals including Humans 

Dehydrate, diet, disease, energy, exercise, energy, 

germs, heart rate, hygiene, nutrition, pulse, adult, 

develop, life cycle, offspring, reproduce, young, live 

young. 

Living Things and their Habitats 

Habitat, microhabitat, depend, survive, life 

processes, living, dead, never living, food chains, 

food sources. 

Plants 

Sunlight, water, germinate, temperature, nutrition, 

germination, sprout, shoot, seed dispersal. 

The Environment 

Energy, power, non-renewable, renewable, 

endangered, extinct, environment, climate, climate 

change, atmosphere, greenhouse gas. 
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A 
Year 4 
Planit 

States of Matter 

 Melt, freeze, evaporate, condense, precipitation, 

solid, liquid, gas, water vapour 

Scientists and Inventors 

Conservationist, endangered species, solar 

powered, respiration, oxygen, 

 

Living Things and Their Habitats 

Classification, vertebrates, invertebrates, 

specimen, characteristics, organisms, life process, 

respiration, sensitivity, reproduction, excretion, 

nutrition, habitat, environment, endangered 

species, extinct 

Animals inc Humans 

Digest, oesophagus, stomach, small intestine, large 

intestine, rectum, herbivore, carnivore, omnivore, 

producer, predator, 

Sound 

Ear, particles, distance, soundproof, absorb sound, 

vacuum, eardrum, vibration, sound wave, volume, 

amplitude, pitch 

Electricity 

circuit, electricity, generate, renewable, non-

renewable, appliances, battery 
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A 
Year 5 
Planit 

Properties and Changes of Materials 

Conductor, insulator, transparency, materials, 

solids, liquids, gases, melting, freezing, 

evaporating, condensing 

Earth and Space 

Orbit, rotate, axis, geocentric model, heliocentric 

model, astronomer, sun, star, moon, planet, spere, 

spherical bodies, satellite  

Living Things and Their Habitats   

Asexual reproduction, fertilise, gestation, life cycle, 

metamorphosis, pollination, reproduction, sexual 

reproduction 

Animals inc Humans 

Adolescence, puberty, menstruation, adulthood, 

life expectancy, fertilisation, prenatal, gestation, 

reproduce, asexual reproduction, sexual 

reproduction, life cycle 

Forces 

Friction, air resistance, water resistance, buoyancy, 

streamlined, mechanism, upthrust, forces, gravity, 

weight, mass 

Scientists and Inventors 

Biology, chemistry, chromatography, DNA, geology, 

naturalist, physicist 

B 
Year 6 
Planit 

Light 

Refraction, visible spectrum, prism, shadow, 

transparent, translucent, opaque, light, light 

source, reflection, incident ray, reflected ray, the 

law of reflection 

Electricity 

Circuit, symbol, cell/battery, current, amps, 

voltage, resistance, electrons 

 

Evolution and Inheritance 

Evolution, natural selection, fossil, adaptive traits, 

inherited traits, offspring, inheritance, variations, 

characteristics, adaptation, habitat, environment 

Living Things and Their Habitats   

Bacteria, microorganism, microscope, species, 

characteristics, classify, taxonomist, key 

Scientists and Inventors 

Astrophysicist, black holes, classification, 

invertebrates, cholesterol, evolution, hominins 

Animals inc Humans 

Drug, alcohol, nutrients, circulatory system, heart, 

bloody vessels, oxygenated blood, deoxygenated 

blood 

 

B 
Year 3 
Planit 

Rocks 

Fossilisation, palaeontology, erosion, sediments, 

igneous rocks, sedimentary rock, metamorphic 

rock, magma, lava, permeable, impermeable 

Light 

Light, retina, shadow, opaque, translucent, 

transparent, light, light source, dark, reflection, 

reflect, reflective, ray 

Plants 

Fertilisation, petal, stamen, carpel, sepal, 

pollination, pollinator, germinator, seed dispersal, 

roots, stem, leaves, flowers, nutrients, evaporation 

Scientists and Inventors 

Seismology, geology, botanist, magma 

Forces and Magnets 

Magnet, magnetic, magnetic field, poles, repel 

attract, forces, friction, surface 

Animals inc Human  

Vertebrate, invertebrate, muscles, tendons, joints, 

healthy, nutrients, energy, saturated fats, 

unsaturated fats. 


