
 

 

Dear Parents 
This will be our final newsletter of this school year. What a way to end the term with predicted record-breaking temperatures! Thank 
you to those parents who have completed the parent survey, if you haven’t already please do– all of your feedback is really valued 
and will be discussed as part of our Local Governing Body meeting in September.  
 
This year has been challenging and rewarding in (almost) equal measures! Tackley, like most schools, has been impacted by COVID and 
this has put a huge strain on staffing and attendance during the academic year. Despite this the school has achieved some of its most 
positive KS2 SATs results, offered a broad curriculum to all our children with a wide range of educational experiences that have taken 
the children’s learning way beyond the classroom. 
 
The last week of this term has shown some of the best parts of what makes Tackley so special – Ricky’s Dance Day, our Music 
assembly and KS2 performance – to name just a few events. We are fortunate to have such a kind and supportive team at Tackley of 
children, staff, and parents. All of whom make a huge contribution to ‘Team Tackley’ – thank you so much for all of your support this 
year, it is really appreciated.  
 
Many of the events that make Tackley so special, in the breadth of the curriculum and opportunities provided to the children, are 
supported financially not only by parents but also by our PTA. We are very lucky to have such a strong and active PTA and I want to 
pass on our thanks to them for all their hard work this year.  
 
The staff team have gone above and beyond every day this last academic year; they are a huge strength to me as Headteacher, and I 
am very proud of how they have worked so hard as a team to cover classes, break duties, After School Club and anything else I have 
asked them to do at short notice. They have shown themselves to be resilient, and committed to each of our children at Tackley this 
year. I know you will join me in saying thank you to them all.  
 
Have a restful and relaxing Summer holiday (when it gets here). We look forward to September with renewed hope and positivity for 
more normality.  
 
I will send a letter on Monday confirming staffing and logistical arrangements for next year.  
 
Mrs Murrey  
 
Staffing 
As we draw to the end of this academic year I would like to wish Mrs Niner every success in her new teaching post. Mrs Niner started 
her teaching career with us at Tackley, and she has been an important part of our staff team over the last 2 years. We wish Mrs Niner 
every success in her new post.  
 
Library Book Returns 
Please can all library books be returned to school to be checked back in so we can re-issue books in September. If you 
are unsure if a book is a school library book they have a bar code in the front left hand cover at the top.  
 
Leavers Service Cancelled 
Taking into account the weather forecast for 30+ degrees on Monday, we have made the decision to cancel our Leavers Service at the 
Church which was scheduled for Monday 18th July. Instead we are going to combine elements of our Leaver Service in our Y6 Leavers 
Assembly on Tuesday.  
 
Last Date of Term Confirmation 
This is a reminder that, due to the extra INSET Day allocated for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, the last day of term is Tuesday 19th 
July. Any lunches or After School Club bookings for Wednesday 20th July have been cancelled. 
 
Nursery Autumn Term 2022/2023 
The first day of the Autumn Term for our Nursery children is Monday 12th September. 
 
School Lunch Menu 
Before the end of term children will bring home the new school lunch menu which runs from September through to February half 
term. This is also available via the website. During the holidays ParentPay will update with your child’s new year group and class. 
Please can you complete your school lunch orders for the first week back, w/c 5th September, by Tuesday 30th August so the kitchen 
staff can complete their order. 
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Sports Day—Monday 4th July—by Alex J and Billy S 
Sports Day was lots of fun 
First event was vortex which every house did. 
Then we did javelin throwing which was quite hard. 
Next was the hammer throwing which was really fun. 
After we did shot put and it was hard to throw far. 
Next was short and long distance running , one for each year. 

 1st place was green / Spinney 

 2nd place was yellow / Copse 

 3rd place was blue / Grove 

 4th place was red/Heath 
 
UNICEF Children’s Rights Respecting Schools Conference—Friday 8th July—by Arann LP and Edith T 
Our UNICEF Conference trip at Blenheim—Firstly we met a beekeeper called Filipe and he told us about 
bees. He told us the story of how the killer bees evolved and he told us how home bees swarm to make 
new nests. This was at the walled garden (we went there on the train) and he showed us a bee orchid that 
was extremely rare. It was called this because the look like bees. Then we walked back to the palace and 
ate our lunch. After lunch we made eco-friendly and healthy parks out of cardboard and other things. We 
made a water park and a skate park with a hedgehog home underneath. The six people who went from 
Tackley were Arann, Edith, Katie, Alex J, Kaitlyn and Phoebe. Some children from Wootton-by-Woodstock 
were there and some children from many other schools.  It was Great Fun. 
 
Filipe gave us a fascinating talk about the Blenheim bees living, not in hives but in their natural habitat, Blenheim’s famous heritage 
oaks and in the walls of the garden itself. We visited the bees and, on our walk back to the palace we were able to see some areas of 
the park that are being rewilded allowing the grasses and wild flowers to grow. After a picnic lunch in the shade, we joined delegates 
from other local schools in the Marlborough Room to take part in a workshop. We discussed combining our own health and wellbeing, 
both physical and mental, with caring for our environment, locally and globally. We spent some time working in groups creating an 
open area for exercise or mindfulness that was also kind to wildlife and plants.  
 
Ricky’s Dance Day—Monday 12th July—by Natalia A and Lilly CB 
Dance with Ricky was amazing because we danced nearly all day. Harborne did this dance called ’your bestie and my bestie’ and it was 
the best dance we did. The dance was quite hard to remember because we had to dance in the middle of the parents which was 
embarrassing. We had to become a washing machine at the end. It was tiring but it got exciting in the middle of the dance because we 
all had different things to do in the line. We spread apart from each other in the line. Rousham class was great fun to watch. It made 
us want to dance a bit because it was really catchy. All the dances were great and we had a lot of fun.  
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears—Thursday 14th July 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What fantastic performances! Such good fun and the children all worked so hard. 
 

“The Crowd went wild with their clapping.” - Billy C 
  

“Goldilocks was dramatic!” - Esther L 
  

“It was spectacular and amazing.” - Lydia L 
  

“I liked the songs.” - Poppy CB 
  

“I liked it when the chair broke, it was funny!” - Harry W 
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PTA 
Summer Fete—A huge thank you to all of you who helped with the fete and to those of you who braved the drizzle to come!  
It was a great success and we raised 1,794 which is absolutely fantastic. Thank you so much for your support. 
 
Performances—Again, a big thank you to those of you who bought drinks yesterday at the performances and a massive well done to 
the children and teachers for putting on such a fantastic show! 
 

School Disco—We are really looking forward to seeing all the children at the Disco tonight and a reminder to email Carrie if you don’t 
want your child to have their face painted. Info@carriesouthll.co.uk . Roz & Carl are running the Pop up Pub tonight from 6pm for a 
share of the profits for the PTA, so do please stick around for a post disco drink! 
 

Wishing you all a wonderful summer break and thank you so much for all the support and help over this last year.   
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Join Peter Rabbit this summer on an immersive adventure in Blenheim Palace’s walled 

garden 6th
 July – 3

rd 
September. 

  
We are offering families from local schools a special 20% off, if they book using this discount 
code: LOCALFAM20 (applicable July weekdays, 2 - 4:30pm). 
   
To book tickets and for more information go to : Peter Rabbit™ Garden Adventure 
 Suitable for all ages 

  Tickets from £5 

 Tuesday to Sunday 10.30am to 4.30pm 

 50 minute live performance, theatrical adventure  

  Free access to the Peter Rabbit arts & activities shed 

 Visit The Peter Rabbit™ Farm Shop / gift shop 

 Enjoy delicious fresh produce, coffee, Marshfield Farm ice cream, and lots of other tasty treats! 
 
This summer at Blenheim Palace join Beatrix Potter in the garden of old Mr. McGregor and help rescue Peter 
Rabbit. 
  
Through a magical mix of live performance and puppetry, the world of Beatrix Potter will come alive in Blenheim 
Palace’s walled garden as you take part in the rescue of Peter from Mr. McGregor’s rabbit pie shaped plan.  
  
Young Beatrix Potter enlists your help in finding mischievous Peter, leading you through flower and vegetable 
gardens, greenhouses and potting sheds previously unopen to the public. On the way you’ll meet Jemima Puddle
-Duck, Benjamin Bunny, Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle and more, alongside a few surprises!   
  
This 50 minute immersive adventure is a must for any child who loves to explore the great outdoors, any family 
who treasures what you can learn from being in nature and any fan of the most beloved rabbit in children’s litera-
ture. 
  
Click to watch the promo video. 
 
 
SUMMER HOLIDAYS @ The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock  
It’s the summer holidays and that means one thing for us - lots of summer fun on Art Tuesdays, Wicked Wednes-
days and Art Thursdays.  
• 25 July - there’s Roman games and crafting 
• 1 August - you can experience how the Victorians had fun 
• 8 August - it’s music madness and story time 
• 15 August – explore Anglo-Saxon life 
• 22 August - have a roaring time with dinosaurs 
• 29 August – celebrate nature and the countryside 
oxfordshire.gov.uk/museumchildrensactivities   
  

https://peterrabbitgardenadventure.com/oxfordshire/
https://vimeo.com/710692476/051464f7ed


 

 


